Hebrews 3:1-6Don’t’ let go of Christ!
Pentecost 21 October 25, 2009 (Children — favorite thingg's@dord)

Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Sasios, Garist Amen.
God’s Word is written in Hebrews 3:1-6
These are Your Words heavenly Father. Sanctify usooy ¥uth. Your Word is truth! Amen!

Dear Friends, in Christ,

How can we describe the way that Christ has saved us®tiBees we see a news story of someone standing
on top of a car in a flooding river. He or she is aliodie swept away to certain death, when a helicopter stops
overhead a rescuer at the bottom of the rope sayab“@y hand, I'll pull you to safety.” The person says ot
that strong, I'll drown in the water. The rescuer s®&m't be afraid, I've never dropped anyone. With thainpse,
the person reaches up and is pulled to safety just aathe washed away in the raging river. We may never be
caught in a flood, but we are surrounded by temptationdiscpuragement, and by weaknesses in our sinful nature.
We are not strong enough to save ourselves. But, Jalisisocus through His Word and says, “I've got you. Don't
worry. Trust in Me!” That is the main reason that we lagre today to hear from Christ and receive encouragesent
His Word says to us

Don’t let go of Christ!

First, Jesus has hold of udn our verses, the God compared the work of Jesus to theolibtoses. It
states, Fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we cddsss] was faithful to the One who
appointed Him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house.” (v@e2) had sent Moses to Egypt to save His
people. When the Israelites left Egypt, there were ome million people. Many of them only thought abouihxad
their slavery had been and wanted to escape the hardBabpthey didn’t know much about the true God and that
He was offering them much more than an exit. When theg vested in the wilderness, many rebelled and
complained against God and Moses. As much as God wartettitthem as His people, many died in unbelief.
Moses was sent to call the people back from their sibg ttlose to God. Through Moses, God gave them the 10
Commandments and the laws of worship and sacrificesélterved to remind the people to their need for
forgiveness and of a coming Savior.

Moses served for 40 years as the people’s guide, judg@étancessor. He wasn't perfect. He made mistakes
and received forgiveness from God. Through his faithfulne$scha remnant of the people to the Promised Land.
Those who believed God’s message through Moses wessebl@nd helped through many difficulties. Moses was
such a great spiritual leader that even at Jesus’ tiendetlis still claimed him as their spiritual guide.

How much more they should have looked to Christ. Hebstates that He was faithful in following
everything perfectly that His heavenly Father wanted Him do.v@rses describe Him as an “apostle.” We usually
think of Peter or Paul. But, the word apostle means, ooneswent. God had sent His Son into this world to reveal
the saving truth. He would do this not only by speakibgut God, but by living among people as the God-man.

In a sense Moses served as a priest for his peoplen Wg rebelled, He pleaded to God for their forgivenes:
and taught the people the truth that would save themBilile makes it clear that Jesus pleads to the Father in our
defense. But, He pleaded by giving His life to save espldads for us not because of our goodness but for the sak
of His own sacrifice, when He died on the cross to emisrir sins. Jesus’ resurrection shows that He didial
work perfectly so He could claim us as His own. Imagimerson who wanted to buy a certain type of car. Heeor s
saves up the money until finally there is enough to pai.f@nce purchased, do think that the person will no longer
care about the car? No, it will be driven with pride awdll be closely cared for. So, we should know thaudes
holds us closely since He has paid the price for us wstln blood.



Jesus isn't done with His faithful work. He is stiltigering people into His kingdom from around the world
by the means of His Word. Recently at a women’s missibnwa heard that Christians only make up 2 — 3% of the
population of India. That doesn’t sound like much, unti ylink that there are 1.2 billion people in India.

That’s millions of Christians in just one country. Qunurch is just a small portion of all the believers invioeld.
But, no matter what the size of our church, we amontant to God. That’s why Jesus sent out His discteksg
them to teach everything He commanded. That's why He ltelah to baptize and commune people as a way of
gathering and keeping His people close to Him. The Apoatk Wwrote,“For all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ... for you are allior@hrist Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-28)here are no
limits to Jesus’ love and forgiveness for people. Thegrel to all. If only all would believe in Him and folloHis
Word!

Second, hold on to Christ by faithMoses never asked anyone to believe that he was the Sé&ialways
told the people to believe in God and to remember His pesadend in that sense he was a faithful servant tosGod’
people. Our verses stat®]oses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifyinghtat would be said in the
future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house.” (v.5-6)

When Jesus preached, He didn't just talk about Goghdwed Himself to be God. He sdiBglieve in God,
believe also in Me.” (John 14:1)esus didn't just point the people to some way to find.GHe said;l am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except throudliddien 14:6) Jesus once reminded the people
how Moses put up a brass snake on a pole so the rebgi#opse could think of God’s promised healing when bitten
and be saved from the poison of the snakes. So Jesu$AsaMoses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son...
must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in Him may hawveklife.” (John 3:14)

We have believed God’s message about our Savior. We kiabwéhhave a share in the heavenly mansions
because of Him! So, our verses urge us to continue irsdélvatg faith and remain united with Christ. It states,
“Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly callingydur thoughts on Jesus...” (v.1-B)sus our Savior is
the reason that we have a congregation. We comediffenent backgrounds. Yet, every time we worship, Jesus
unites us with His Word. And with that unity, we join in hymnsl @rayers in order that we might encourage each
other to hold on to Christ by faith alone. Temptatiomsadways telling us to give up and look for other sources of
help. But only with Christ can we stand.

Our verses picture a house. A house in our climategitis maintenance at times. The hot sun and cold wintel
wear away at the siding. The rain and winds damage theYetpwith proper repair the house will stand. So our
verses statéWe are God’s house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we' poé% Jesus has
blessed us with His promises as our foundation. Even theagtan make a wreck of our live at times, his prosise
fix our hearts forgiveness and the encouragement. We stantdobgtfaith as we wait for goal of heaven. We’re not
perfect. That's why we daily need Christ. In Him and by\Wad we withstand the powerful forces of sin and
temptation. The Bible reminds Uget us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for [God] who prahnsse
faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23)

As we meet for worship each Sunday, picture Chrisuiegaus. He is not hanging from rope on a helicopter.
He is hanging on a cross to set us free. Our risen Ghiidtas a saving hold on us. By faith as we think dtfigg to
our final goal of heaven, we thank God that He hasn’t droppedespite our sinful kicking and screaming all the
way. His arms and His saving Word are strong enough to gariyrough. Amen.
The peace of God ...



