Luke 1:39-45 O, for a faith like Mary’s!
Advent 4 December 20-21, 2009 (Children — No Sermonette, aoion)

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and our bdr8avior, Jesus Christ Amen

God’s Word about the great things He accomplishes isewrih Luke 1:39-45

These are Your Words heavenly Father. We pray. Lordpasdealt wonderfully with the virgin Mary in choosing
her to be the mother of Your dearly loved Son, gramrase in all humility to receive Your Word with heaofdaith
and to rejoice in Jesus our Savior. Your Word is trutheA.

Dear Friends, in Christ,

In the Lutheran Church we hear very little aboutdesother, Mary. | suppose it is a reaction to what
another church body falsely teaches about her. Tleh that she had no sin and that’s why the holy Babys
could live within her. Back 500 years ago, the church atiMhauther’s time gave Mary the title Queen of the
Universe. | have seen that title: “Mary, Queen efithmiverse” on a large shrine while traveling in Flar It is also
taught that Mary was raised from the dead and ascendeldeaten, that she is sitting next to her Son, Jasuisthat
if anyone prays to her she will intercede with Himh&\vould listen to His own mother? They have calledyMiae
co-redemptrix, meaning that along with Jesus, Mary age people from hell. With these kinds of teachings that
arose not from Scripture, but from 2,000 years of chuadfitions, it is no wonder that people drive over to Hdily
Shrine and sit in the chapel dedicated to the Mary anthsa prayers to her with confidence that she lvithg
blessing to their lives.

With so many false teachings floating around, it'svamder that Lutheran preachers say little about Mary.
Yet, rather than ignore her place in history and anadingomen as the mother of God’s Son, we will reaanflLuke
1 and let Mary speak for herself about who she was aatl stie received by faifhom God.

O, for a faith like Mary’s!

First, hers was a faith that said, | don’t deserve God'&avor. Mary was happy just to be a person who
believed in the coming Messiah. To be chosen to I@iod's Son into the world by carrying Him as a babidm$er
would be an honor far beyond what she could imagine. Bidy [God]‘has been mindful of the humble state of His
servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed.” w48 had her do something unique to the whole
world. Yet, her faith was much like John the Baptibbwgaid that he was not worthy to loosen Jesus’ sati@dgl.

The Apostle Paul wrote in a similar fashion, callimgpdelf the least of the Apostles and the chief afesia. Yet,

Mary's humility did not reject the promise of the an@albriel. When he said that she would have a child skeda
how this was going to happen or basically, “what doeld® do? His answer was, “You don’t need to do anything.
The Holy Spirit will overshadow yows0o the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” (v.35)

Mary knew of no reason why God would choose her otleravomen. Certain things were needed. She had
to have the royal bloodline of David and she had ta taegin who was a believer. She was one among thdesan
girls. She was willing to let God be God as far as ttayhad chosen her. Elizabeth called Mary the mathprer]

Lord. And so she was. Yet, Mary took no credit asefisad been in a contest and won the position to bes’Jes
mother. She was as surprised as anyone that God gradis had chosen her. She told Elizab&ity, soul glorifies

the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” v.47St& admitted that she needed a Savior. She humbly gav
honor to God alone. If someone would have tried to wpiser or pray to her, she would have said, “This sbdut
me. It's about my Son, who is God’s Son. It's aboutiGgracious love to all of us in Jesus.”

With her humble faith, Mary was willing to be used ¥adratever purpose God had in mind. She answered the
angel,"l am the Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said."(888)etimes people may think that to be
humble means to just sit back in a corner and not dihiagy But, that is not true humility. The angel told War
“Nothing is impossible with God."(v.3T) God promised a miracle inside Mary, she was not gtungtand in His
way. Mary was willing to be God'’s instrument. In ansen on these verses, Martin Luther described Marywassel



that held a treasure. It's an honor to be the velsseii’s the treasure that’s most important.

Luther went on to say, “[Mary] was not crucified fos, nor did she die for us or pray for us while on a cross
God had a specific purpose for her, we dare not go beyangdurpose, which will only take away from the Savior’s
work. So, we also need to see ourselves as God's serirhas made us His own in Christ. He has givemes t
and abilities that He wants to use for good. And whenewdone with life, it won’t be Mary or our works thsave
us, but only Jesus’ innocent death on the cross. Whaepeople want to praise us for something we’ve donerere
to say, To God be the honor! He worked good through us.

Luther commented that Mary realized she was like Bieing used by God's powerful hand. She sdithe
Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is His name.” (WM9) a few words she cast down what the world
thinks as important: the proud rulers, and the rich whaa €nds away empty. Mary’s greatness was not in fersel
but in God, who lifts up people who are humble. God fiés $piritually hungry. For her everything good came from
God and so her praise would return to God alone. If we adsith like Mary, we will do the same.

Second, by faith Mary made God’s promises her owrAfter the angel told the news to Mary, she
immediately believed God’s Word. Elizabeth séilessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to
her will be accomplished!" (v.4%arlier in the service we heard the song, Mary Didi Xaow? That's a good
guestion. What did Mary know about the promises of Godim& know that Jesus would walk on water or how
many healings He would do in a day. Yet, she was exjgeGad to fulfill His promise to send the Savior. She als
knew the Savior would be a king to save His people. Shé& #idow all the details, but she knew enough to know
that once Jesus was born, she was holding in herhemn®avior and the Savior of the world.

God had prepared her with a wonderful knowledge of the 8oeiptVe can see that in her words in the
Magnificat. Mary’'s words have references to manyhefPsalms, especially Psalm 98. Also, her words arrstm
the words of Hanna, the mother of Old Testament Sarilagl didn’t have a humble faith by living apart from
Scripture. She knew it by heart. When we think how Jesosbly grew up as a child, it would have been Mary
teaching Him in His early years from the Psalms ahéroBible lessons.

If we want a faith like Mary's, we need to be clégsgsod’s Word and pray for His guidance. In the Word we
will better learn that God keeps His promises for usShnst. We won’'t know every detail of our future. But kwew
that God will it us up when we are down. He will @i up when we are empty. He has chosen us in Christ to b
with Him forever in heaven. He has chosen us to, medrHis Son, but the treasure of the Gospel. God louéd all
people and through Jesus, who is perfetio is the King of the universerho earned salvation for all people by
giving His innocent life on the crgswe have eternal life! God has blessed us with Hisd3gews. Like Mary,
running off to Elizabeth, we should feel honored thatl @wes us opportunities tell the news of Jesus to chijldren
adults, family, friends and strangers. Christ, our Savwégrdied for our sins, for Mary’s sins, and for tims sif the
whole world.

Only God knows what great things He will accomplislotigh our lives. Mary was privileged to have
Elizabeth explain some things to her. Like Mary owutdoes not need to be within, but on Jesus. We slaild |
remembering the great things that God has already doms fo Christ. In time, Mary would be tempted to doubt
God'’'s goodness. She would need the encouragement whitdusken Elizabeth. God has blessed us with the rich
encouragement of His Word, and of His holy Supper, andrirfietiowship with Christians. Our challenges are many,
but with God nothing is impossible. So trust in His pis®si This is what we can learn from Mary, not thiess
gueen of the universe, but a humble young woman of faitbm God used to accomplish great things. Amen.



