John 18:33-38

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesasked him, “Are you the king of the Jew&?”
“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others tajfou about me?*“Am | a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It
was your people and your chief priests who handed you oveet What is it you have done®Jesus said,
“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servarnwould fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now
my kingdom is from another plac€®You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘afeuright in
saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason | wasband for this | came into the world, to testifythe truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to mi&“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went outimga the
Jews and said, “l find no basis for a charge against him

Forgive Us When We Abandon Your Truths
1. We sometimes think God'’s truths don't fit into oue$v
2. Jesus continues to bring saving truth into our lives

The ancient Romans prided themselves on their eloquéhgeu were to study ancient Roman culture,
you would most certainly study the great Roman oratordicpgeakers who delivered persuasive addresses.
Romans loved to debate topics like politics and philosogig,naturally a debater was more influential if he
was able to speak in a clear and powerful way. The Rewithe ancient world were famous for the speeches
which they made.

How ironic then, that in an age long since the days@Roman Empire’s power, the most famous
thing ever said by any Roman is only three words IoFige speeches of Cicero and Caesar by and large have
been forgotten, but the words of Pontius Pilate live ‘Sihat is truth?”

Pontius Pilate reveals that he didn’t have time fod'& truth. Truth is that which is real. What was
real to Pilate was the fact that he had a politiecedsron his hands. Pontius Pilate was a governoe iReman
Empire. Pilate answered to Caesar, the emperor b¥élsahand mighty empire. Now Pontius Pilate was in
charge of the unhappiest of the Roman provinces, thengewef Judea. He oversaw the law and order of the
Jewish people. And that was no easy task. The Jpedple in the days of Pilate were divided into a number
of political and religious parties-none of whom saw teyeye. If there was one thing that these Jewisiepar
held in common it was the fact that none of thendlikeing under the thumb of Roman rule. There had been
upheaval and rebellions in the past, some of whiclheFilad not handled very well in the eyes of his Roman
superiors. Pilate’s job was on the line. His llvebd rested upon his ability to maintain order amongé¢hes.

So you can begin to understand Pilate’s dismay whedethie led a man named Jesus from Nazareth
into his courtroom early on a Friday morning. It didake Pilate long to figure out that this public disturbance
surrounding Jesus had to do with the religious beliefseod¢wvs. And Pilate didn’'t have time to get mixed up
in a Jewish religious debate. The differing Jewish gmitiere always debating about their religion. Pilate
despised their religious quibbling. All it did was fuel theash in his province. Pilate wanted nothing to do
with this trial. Just prior to our lesson he tells lews, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your owri law

But the Jews raised the stakes in this trial whey ¢dbgcted to Pilate’s command because the Jews
wanted to see Jesus executed and they didn’t have the fmgetence anyone to death. And so the Jewish
accusers charged Jesus with sedition: threatening tharRare by claiming to be a king and challenging the
authority of the emperor. An accusation calling fa death penalty was something Pilate had to take
seriously. He couldn’t afford any more unrest in hisvypree than already existed. That’'s where our lessisn t
evening picks up this account. If this Jesus really wasg Pilate would have had to deal with it. But a short
interrogation proved that there was no thought of palitiebellion in the mind of Jesus. Therefore, he @fas
no concern to the affairs of the Roman Empire, aladePfelt free to dismiss Jesus-just another blatgerin
prophet in a land filled with religious blatherers.

What had Jesus said that caused Pilate to form suakclusion? “My kingdom is not of this world.

My kingdom is from another place. | came into thistdoo testify to the truth. Everyone on the siderafth
listens to me.” It was clear to Pilate that Jesas not leading a political rebellion. However it skiohéve
been abundantly clear to Pilate that there was naodegus than meets the eye. But Pilate didn’t haviéntke
to side with anyone’s version of truth. There wergrgny truly important matters he had to attend to tlasd
man Jesus was a just a distraction to him. Truth? Nekdime for that? You can sense the disgust in his



voice when Pilate says, “What is truth?” as he whiksk outside to address the Jews, completely indiffeoent t
the message just proclaimed to him by the King of Truth.

We are rightly disgusted by the apathy which Pilate deimated toward Jesus. But the painful truth is
that we can sometimes be just as apathetic toward deduss word of truth. Our lives, after all, are=dll
with all kinds of important matters. It's a lot of vkato make a living and provide for our families, to go to
school, to keep up with the chores around the house. awteel like we're just treading water in this life.
Doesn’'t Satan often tempt us to believe that thene iway we can make time for God’s Word during our busy
days? Doesn’t he tempt us to believe that even didienake time for God’s Word, it wouldn't do any good?
The bills still keep piling up. Our loved ones still geksi We begin to doubt God’s promises. We begin to
think that God'’s truth doesn't fit into our lives. We out to be the ones who mutter in disgust, “What is
truth?”

Because of our apathy and rebellion, because of thewwayalk away from our God, we deserve to
have our God leave us to struggle through the difficultigkisfife on our own. And so much worse than that.
We deserve the Lord’s eternal wrath. Father, forg&z&shen we abandon your truths!

And he does. He does forgive us.

In spite of the fact that we at times have aband@wls truth, our Lord Jesus continues to bring
saving truth into our lives. “For this reason | wasr) and for this reason | came into the world, &tifieto
the truth.” Jesus brings saving truth into our livesabee he is the fulfilment of the truth of God’s Wotde
fulfilled every prophecy which the Old Testament spokeugbon. Jesus was born just as the Scriptures said-a
descendant of David, in the town of Bethlehem. Jeslithdithings which the Scriptures said he would do-
healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, showing Zeahis Father’s house by driving the money-changers
out of the temple. All those things are the fuffillmenthe Old Testament Scriptures. Furthermore, Jesus
testified to the truth of God’s Word by perfectly obgythe truth of God’s law. Jesus was never indifferent
about the things which God commands. He never wemisigaod’s Word. Jesus lived the perfect life for us
because we do not live perfectly. And Jesus fulfilleckthh of God’s Word by dying the death which the
Scriptures said he would die. That’s why Jesus, the @mid®on of God, stood there before Pontius Pilatg earl
on that Good Friday morning. He willfully gave himsmler to the authorities to be executed, just as the
Scriptures said-“Cursed is everyone who is hung on & tdessus died on the cross to pay for the sins of the
world so that his kihgdom would come.

By the grace of God, Christ’s kihngdom has come to ust ak Jesus said to Pilate, this is not a kingdom
that is of this world. It is not a visible kingdom vijeographic borders. Christ’s kingdom comes when he
rules in the hearts of people. Jesus has taken remym imearts because he has placed his Word of truth in our
hearts. By the miraculous working of the Holy Spirig believe everything that the Scriptures say. We
believe that Jesus has saved us from sin and etermallyelais innocent sufferings and death. Now we are on
the side of truth.

Because Jesus has brought us into this truth, we @& éoable our lives on the side of God’s truth. We
see that remaining closely connected to God’s Wordydagrisn't a waste of valuable time in our busy lives.
God’s Word brings meaning and hope and peace to our Wégn everything else is spinning out of control,
the saving Word of truth in Christ Jesus is the onggtthat remains constant.

“What is truth?” Pontius Pilate may have asked the aurebtit he really didn’t care about the answer.
He turned his back on the King of Truth and the wordswiatld have saved his soul, and he got on with the
more important work of the day. But we know that tlehtis found in Jesus-in God’s Word. It brings
forgiveness and healing and power to our lives. Brothedssisters, keep Jesus and his saving word of truth
near to your hearts. He has blessed us with hisitratte past, and he will continue to do so in the future.
Lord, sanctify us by the truth; your Word is truth. Amen.
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