Acts 8: 26-40

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza." *’So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an |mportant official in charge of all the treasury
of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worshrp, 8and on his way home was sitting in
hrs chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet *The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

*Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are
readrng’? Ph|I|p asked.

“How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
*The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth."
*The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" **Then Philip
began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

*®As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be
baptrzed’? And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him. *When they came up out of the water the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did
not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Phrlrp, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Guidance is something that we all need — not matter ainradge, no matter what our occupation. As a
result there are guidance counselors in high schoolsdiedes. There are career counselors to provide
guidance for people who wish to change their occupatiom$.we all have received guidance from a reliable, a
loving source, at a much earlier time in our lives.tlde Mother’'s Day we give thanks to the Lord for the
blessings he gives us through mothers. It's very prolthbteMom was the one who taught you some very
important lessons — how to put on your socks and which gbes on which foot. Perhaps she was the one who
helped you learn how to make those puzzling symbols wi&hedlABCs.” Maybe she provided that guidance
with firm frown when you were on the wrong track ottwa smashing smile when you were doing the right
thing. Such guidance alone is reason to give thanks toottaefor his gift of Mom.

Guidance also comes from other sources too — teaameadger brother or sister, a spouse. In spite of
what we might say, there is not one of us who has@lanswers to life’s challenges. We are wisesinwie
recognize that we benefit from the advice and encouragieof other people. What should we do? In which
direction should we go? What should we pursue? There anewenknowingly or unknowingly help us to
come up with an answer. We guide and we are guided. Good guidgomoges our lives.

As Christians, our challenge is to stay on track -etproperly guided on our journey through life. In
our gospel lesson today the Lord Jesus reminds us thagetletm be connected to him, if we are to bear fruit as
branches of the Vine. As we examine the accounhiipRand the Ethiopian, let’s all ask ourselves the
question: WHo WiLL GUIDE ME? 1) Who will guide my understanding of the Scriptures? 2) Whbgwitle
my opportunities to witness about Jesus?

During the Easter season, the Book of Acts recordsgdrow the message of the resurrected Lord
spread as the Spirit guided the apostles. Jesus had praotBiseyou will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusate and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”(Acts 1:8). That promise was fulfiled as more and np@eple were brought to faith in
Jesus. One of the individuals who shared in this spreadliig good news was Philip. This was not the Philip
who was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. Rather ourtédkd about Philip who had been elected a deacon in
Acts 6 to help care for the physical needs of the cgagien in Jerusalem. But persecution had scattered the
Christians, so that Philip was no longer needed to astenirthis welfare program. Philip left Jerusalem and
headed north into Samaria. At the beginning of chahtese find Philip preaching Christ in a Samatritan city.
As a result, one Samaritan, Simon the Sorcererdhbarmessage of Jesus, believed, and was baptized by
Philip.



Our text finds Philip on a new missidiNow an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the
road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So hiaded out, and on his way he
met an Ethiopianeunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury ofCandace, queen of the
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and onhway home was sitting in his chariot
reading the book of Isaiah the prophet’(v 26-28). The Lord’s messenger directed Philip to leaveaBa, a
heavily populated area, and head into an area wherevileeegfew people. Philip was being sent to share God’s
Word with one man. That’s a reminder to all of us #hadry individual is important in God’s eyes.

This “Ethiopian” was a black man from the area sotitBgypt. He was a powerful man in the
government of the queen of the country. But more imptytdre was a God-fearing Gentile believer. He was
returning from Jerusalem where he had attended someusligelebration. His love for the Lord is evident. He
was using his travel time to read the Old Testamenthetolgaiah.

“The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot and
heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. ‘Do you understand at you are reading?’ Philip asked.

‘How can I, he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?b3e invited Philip to come up and sit with

him” (v 29-31). Here was a man who needed guidance in God’s WieedEthiopian could not understand
what he was reading. No individual can claim to knowgbere’s meaning through his or her own abilities. The
Spirit must enlighten us through the Gospel. Even the ptsphemselves had problems. Peter tells us,
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the graddat was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out thetime and circumstances to which the Spirit of
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the suffrings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselvésit you, when they spoke of the things that
have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to guhe Holy Spirit sent from

heaven. Even angels long to look into these things Peter 1:10-12). The disciples likewise didn’'t understand
until Jesus opened their minds (Luke 24:45). Our human mindsyssanhot understand the things of God
without help. (1 Corinthians 2:14).

The Holy Spirit sent Philip to guide this man, to enkghthe Ethiopian about the Bible’s message.
Isaiah and the other prophets testified about Jesus agidtpcehis coming. The Ethiopian was reading that
portion of Isaiah where Jesus is described as the Bgfféervant of the Lord. Isaiah describes our Savior’s
suffering and death. The Lamb of God, the substituteifoess, suffered injustice and execution without
complaint. Philip could tell the Ethiopian the good nelat this prophecy had been fulfiled. Jesus had come
and he had done all that Isaiah said he would do.

The Holy Spirit continues to guide us to see Christhadulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures.
He is the Suffering Servant of Isaiah’s prophecy. Whatid picture of the atoning work of Christ Jesus an th
cross! Isaiah’s words declared to centuries of Old Testareaders the same assurance they declare to you:
that Christ willingly laid down his life for your saliran! Jesus’ death means new life for countless deso&nda
of all peoples and nations. Jesus came not just fooseatfew, but for all people of all times. That'’s vitfsy
so important that the Spirit continues to send missiesigevangelists, and pastors to bring light to darkened
hearts.

God does not desire the death of the wicked. He savihatityou heard and believed in his Son, so that
your sins might be forgiven. Because God loves you, titetlse Spirit of his Son into your heart and is
determined to keep you firm in the only faith that salesxause God has made you his child, his Spirit also
equips you to fulfill your calling as a Christian witneGgir Lord not only guides us by helping us to
understand his Word. Our Lord guides us by giving us opportutetisisare what we have.

Philip was directed to the Ethiopian by the angel. Wilogwide my opportunities to witness about
Jesus? Again, this is something which only the Lorddmant has been suggested many times that we should
focus our attention on those places that have theskangenbers of people. But our text reminds us that
demographics do not always provide reliable guidance foressing opportunities. Philip was taken to a
deserted area, not to a teeming metropolis. Whilgities that we often go to large cities and metro atbase
are souls in less populated places as well. Souls inawgas$ are no less important to the Lord than the souls
crowded urban centers. God must send some to seek aftengHost sheep, not only the multitudes. “Grow
where you are planted.” That old proverb reminds us thbat gd/es us work to do no matter where we happen
to be. Trinity Lutheran Church may be described asialicongregation.” My friends, that does not mean the



work here is any less important in God’s eyes. Ouujadier God is not to hyperventilate on numbers. We are
to carry out faithfully those opportunities we havehiare the Good News just as Philip did, whether with one
or one thousand.

Philip was led away from the safety of people whom rexkim order to witness to a foreigner. The
Spirit at times directs you away from those with whgou feel most comfortable to those who need to Hear t
Good News of Jesus. Not all people look alike. Not att&€drom the same economic or social background that
we come from. The Spirit may direct you to people wherst be outside the grace of God as the eunuch
seemed to be someone foreign. In all this we carftaic that the Lord blesses in his own way our &ffto
spread his name. The Spirit will continue to guide JeslleWers today — he will continue to guide us — so that
we bear much fruit in fulfilling our calling.

Mothers and other family members have opportunitiegitieess to Jesus’ love and forgiveness daily.
The workplace offers another set of unique opportunitieshéoe the love of Jesus. The Spirit can even provide
opportunities to witness to friends or total strangers.

The Ethiopian may have thought at first that it was poircidence that Philip was traveling that same
road. But God wanted him to know the truth about Jesusrangtt the two together to achieve his glorious
purpose. That same Spirit works through life’'s events tdegynu into the truth and give you opportunity to be
used as a chosen instrument. May the Lord continue to goidas you grow in faith and use the opportunities
to share the Good News about Jesus. May the Lord guidelussa us to guide others. Amen.
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