John 15:9-17
[Jesus is speaking:] %«As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. )
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love
each other as | have loved you. “*Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. **You
are my friends if you do what | command. Yl no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master's business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made
known to you. '®you did not choose me, but | chose you and aPpointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.
Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. YThis is my command: Love each other.”

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, wieefehinto the hands of robbers. They
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went awaying him half dead. A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he pgssedhe other side. [He didn't want to get
involved.] So too, a Levite, when he came to theglawd saw him, passed by on the other side.” [He was
just too busy and didn’t have the time to help.] (Luke 10:30438)sure that if you had asked the priest
or the Levite if they loved God, they would have angaefabsolutely, positively, you bet | do.” Yet
what they did, or rather what they didn’t do, said somgthuite different. Their words did not line up
with their deeds. They claimed to have “love,” yetytde not show “love.”

“Love” is a funny little word. It seems to mean difet things to different people. We believe we
have the right to interpret what it is and who get®itmaybe more to the point, love is not always
dispensed equally nor is it given to all.

What do you think of when you hear the word “love”? a yhink of a couple walking hand-in-
hand on the beach? Do you think of Valentine’s Dayan@rm fuzzy feeling in your stomach? Today
we want to understand that such a concept of love i justy, very small part of love. Today we want to
explore the motivation of Christian love. This ibae demonstrated by Jesus. It is a love modeled after
the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus makes it daar

To LOVE MEANS TO SERVE.
1.To our Savior Jesus, love was actions for unlovabi&l human beings.
2.To us, then, love is also about deeds of sacrifi@n &r those who are unloving.
1.

It is fitting that our gospel text comes from the am3ddhn this morning, especially in view of the
topic of love. John is often called “the disciple ofdd’ It's a subject that John brings up frequently.
Throughout his gospel John never uses his own namewdgsatefers to himself as “the disciple whom
Jesus loved.” And when you read the three short ldttatslohn wrote, you hear the word love coming
up again and again. John, however, is not tooting hishmmmwhen he speaks of love. He is simply
sharing with us what Jesus had given him.

So then, what was love to our Savior Jesus Christ? Waould he define love? Jesus would not define
love with words, but with actionsEor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternile” (John 3:16)*Having loved his own
who were in the world, [Jesus] loved them to the end. . Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet{John 13:1, 5)'In this is love, not that we have loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiatigthe paymentfor our sins” (1 John 4:10). There
you have it—that is love. For Jesus, love meant ngtihibh was separated from deeds. Jesus didn't just
speak about love, helid love. Love for Jesus was sacrifice. Jesus sacrificetine, energy, and personal
comfort. Yes, he even sacrificed his very life.

Jesus gave all of this love to very unlovable, sinfuh&n beings. Jesus didn’t choose people to love
because they loved him first. The disciples weren'tgood at that. Oh, they talked a good game. The
night of our text—early that night, that is—Peter andhal disciples were sure they’'d make any sacrifice
for Jesus, even die with him. Well, you know how thanéd out. The disciples were good with love that
was words, but when it came time for sacrifice, totpatr lives on the line, even their words failed them
Remember Peter: “I don’t know the man. | don’t knowran! | don’t know the man!” No, Jesus didn’t
choose to love the disciples because they chose aéclov He’s quite emphatic in our teX¥ou did
not choose me, but | chose youv 16).



Are we any different than the disciples or any othepfeefor that matter? Let’s see. | too often am
more concerned about myself than | am about my SaA®a result, | speak harshly to those | profess to
love. I too quickly place my priorities above God and Beahy conscience by saying that these matters
are important and that God will understand. When we denshat even one sin should separate us from
God, you have to wonder what God sees in us. Even thoeghay claim to be better than so many in
this world who don’'t know who God is, the fact stilmains — we are less than lovable.

But — Jesuslid choose you and me—even though we were no more lovatblecamore reliable than
Peter. There are so many times when we haven't fieé@vable, but Jesus says, “I love you—your sins
are forgiven.” Jesus says, “I love you—here is sonhediied bread.” Jesus says, “I love you—qget up and
walk.” Jesus says, “I love you—I lay down my life foruyany friend.” It is clear from Jesus’ words and
actions that “love” and “service” are joined togethis.our Savior Jesus, love was actions — even for
unlovable, sinful human beings — even for you and me.

2.

So then, in light of what Jesus has said and done, isvltate to you? How do you define love? We
can't define love with just words. We need actions. #ete is the hard part for us. We know what the
Lord says, but the “doing” is still hard for us. Oh, st so hard when we are dealing with people we
really like — people who are kind to us, people who give bden we show love towards them. Yet we
don't like every person in this world to the same degileaye? The bully on the playground, the driver
who cuts us off in traffic and endangers our lives, thiegewho ridicules God and suggests the church is
a fraud because all it’s interested in is money, twiglual who takes pleasure in cutting us down
whether there is a reason for doing so or not — yodiltema couple dozen other examples, I'm sure, of
other people whom we might call difficult, if not impdsdsj to love.

If we are to love, then we need to understand why wie &iéhy do we love? First of all, we love
because God commands us to love. It's not an optiorcelwiour text, Jesus does not suggest that we
love—he commands us to love. In verse 12 Jesus“ddys;ommand is this: Love each other as |
have loved you.”And again in verse 17, he sa{his is my command: Love each other.”"Secondly,
people know the disciples of Jesus by how they love. Afg %o be recognized as Jesus’ disciples, so we
love. How do we love? We love as Jesus loved. Nowagain is a pretty tough order. To love as Jesus
loved means that we serve as Jesus served.

We love by sacrifice. We love not by words but by deddsus says, We love by laying down our
lives for others. Not necessarily literally, butves give of our time, our comforts, and our treasures, we
are laying down our lives in love for others. When s@to speak, “stick our necks out” for Jesus, we are
laying down our lives for others.

Let me illustrate what | mean. What happens when snengou know, a friend, starts to misuse
God’s name because he or she is angry or upset or lmuybuDbail out at the very time when you should
tell your friend, right out loud, right there and thenlotte Jesus. Don’t use his name that way.” Our Lord
is always there for us, but isn't it amazing how quické#y can find what we consider to be good reasons
for not being there for him. At others times we gethie way of love in dealing with ourselves. It is so
easy to be selfish. “Lord, | will take every thing yleave to give [and then complain that you don'’t give
me more], but don’t ask me give up something for you.” @atvhappens when people talk to us and we
aren'’t really listen to what they are saying becauseare too busy thinking of what we are going to say.
Doesn't love listen? Doesn'’t love require a respohaeis based on more than what | think is right?

If we are modeling Jesus’ love, then we practice atbaedoesn’t desire but gives. We love not to
get something but talo something. Maybe we shouldn’t say, “I love you.” Maybe should say, “What
can | do for you?” The question that Jesus places befoieea hard one. Is love without sacrifice really
love? May the Lord help us to wrestle with that quesbiptooking back at Jesus, who “did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give his live as @nafer many” (Matthew 20:28).

There was a daughter of a princess who was deathigfilidiphtheria. The mother was forbidden to
kiss the child because of the almost certain dangesrifacting the disease. In one of the many moments
of pain for the child, the mother was so distresseddtiatook her daughter in her arms and soothed her
into quietness. The daughter looked into the eyes of bdranand said, “Mama, kiss me.” This was too



much for the mother’s heart. She took her child, prekse against her body and kissed her. It was a kiss
of death. Love is sacrifice without counting the cost.

Whom do we love? Anyone for whom we sacrifice is sone we love, starting with our spouse,
children, and friends. We can love people whom we dweh &now. How many people give money for
the relief of those caught in natural disasters? Ehsadrificial love. We love those who do not love us.
We love as we do deeds in the name of Jesus Chrisbw&/&ecause Jesus loved us first.

The sacrificial love of Jesus is hard for us to doakes effort, practice, and concentration. It takes
open eyes to see the needs of others. How can vex lmett those at home, at church, at work, in our
neighborhood? Love with the love of Jesus. Love bedaeideved us first. To love means to serve.
Amen.
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