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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from adrdral Savior Jesus Christ! Amen.
God’s Word to give us thankfulness and to pray for our govent is written in Romans 13:4
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify 0&loy truth. Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear Citizens, in Christ,

Duel citizenship is when people claim two countrieshag home. St. Paul was able to claim this. As a Jew
he called Israel his home. As a resident of Tarsusldmed Roman citizenship. Paul used his dual status to hi
advantage as he shared the Gospel on his missionangysus Christians, we are dual citizens, too. \@encthe
USA as our country and also, through faith in Christ,atizenship is in heaven. We’ll think about the bilegs we
have as dual citizens and pray that God would give us thaamdubrayerful hearts that we are in both. Our theme is

The government has an important role in God’s plan.

First, what are the blessings of government according to Godhe governmerttis God's servant to do
you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for ndeingyGod's servant, an agent of
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.” (v@3d has authority over everyone and He will judge giediple
at the end of time. To help people better understandiblisg¢, God has given governments a limited authoritg. Th
government can't bring people to faith in Christ. Tisahe authority of the Church through the Word and
sacraments. The government is about laws and punisifimnehbse who do wrong. Jesus told governor Pilateu
would have no power over Me if it were not given to you from above.” 0@11) In the case of Pilate, we see that
God'’s authority was misused. But even when officialgdadlo their duty, God is successful in completing His plan
to save us.

What does God expect the government to do? It is tw ploaver so that people fear it. The innocent don't
need to fear. But when people are breaking the law anchgght, there is fear about arrest, fines and punishment.
God even gives the government authority to use the swwekecute people in extreme cases, not just to seoprid
breaking the law, but to put fear in others so they dangak the same law.

On the positive side, the government should defend lasinglxitizens. It should be making laws that create
order, stability, and bring peace to people. One authoteytGovernment at its best promotes peace and safety
that Christians can do their work, raise their fapalyd build God’s kingdom.” (M. Henry) What a blessingite in
America where we can live our Christian lives withpatsecution and we freely proclaim our faith in Christ.

While there are many countries that ban any outwanéession or symbol of Christ, our church has a webvghere
we share the truths of Christ. We openly are tellingpfeein our community to bring their children to VBShear
about the Savior. Each week we openly worship God witfeauit while there are many countries in the worleérgh
Christians must meet in secret. How blessed to heevkinhd of government that we have!

Martin Luther wrote, “God wills that we honor the gomment as His servant, through which He gives
valuable blessings on us.... If you knew that someodesénzed your child’s life you would be heartily thankful to
him. Why are you not thankful to your government whicitygaotects you, your [spouse], and children from
murder? If the government did not check the wicked peoplenwiould we be safe? .... As you love your children,
so you should love your country.” (Treasury of Themesltugtrations)



Throughout history we see how God used governments, tterrhaw wicked, to accomplish His purpose.
God used the empire of Babylon to punish the idolatrous pedgludah, taking them into exile. Once in Babylon,
some of the people repented and trusted the Lord. They pedspe good citizens under the rule of the Babylonians
so that 70 years later they could return to the landratl as a strong people. Later, God had Caesar AugusieIsiss
decree for a census so that Joseph and Mary traveletiiehem where Jesus was born. God kept the young Jesus
and His family safe from harm under the good governmeggpt. God later used the evil Roman government to
stop pirating on land and sea so that missionaries ikédduld safely travel. God accomplished all this through
governments.

Second, how does God want us to responti2veryone must submit himself to the governing authorities.”
(v.1) Note that Paul wrote “everyone”, each Christiaizeit is responsible to obey. To break the laws of the
government is to rebel against God Himself. Someaskl what about when the government makes laws that oppose
God’s will? There are times when a government protbetguilty and harms the innocent, like in the case of
abortion. We should use every legal means and use @vang ind vote to change a law that promotes evil. We
should not purposely do evil to stop evil. The Bible stdD® not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.” (Romans 12:21Jhere will be times in the future, most likely witbrhosexuality, when we will have to take
a stand, like the three men at Daniel's time who waoldworship the idol of a king. Moses parents did not dbey
law to throw their baby boy into the Nile river d@. They kept Moses alive, following God’s command.

Daniel was forbidden to pray to anyone but the king.H&ukept on praying to God, not just for himself, but
for the king! We must also pray for our government. Palldl tis to pray for all in authorifit Timothy 2:1)We pray
that God would give leaders wisdom to make laws basedtarahkaw, sound reason, experience, and common
sense! We realize that our officials are weak andildmfman beings who at times don’t come close to reptiage
God as they should. We plead with God to forgive thenthieevil they have done or allowed. At the same tirae
should thank God for those who faithfully serve on t@eancils, or as judges, governors, legislators, and for
national leaders who stand up for what'’s right. We thaao# for the police and service men and women who are
risking their lives for so that we might have peace@aér in our country. We pray for their protection. Ahdeé
have the ability or patience to serve in the govermp®od help us to do so. Like Daniel of old, we can shdwat it
means to live godly lives. We can raise the levehofals by our example. Yet, we know we cannot creaa®dm on
earth.

Third, what is our ultimate purpose in honoring our governmen® Our first purpose is to show trust in our
God who through Christ’s sacrifice made us His child8nce God worked everything out in the past, giving His
Son to save us despite the wicked governments of thealelMRomans, we can support our government trusting tha
God will accomplish His good purpose!

With peace and freedom in our land we can accomplisigaalrof reaching people with the news of Christ.
We don’t want to give Christianity a bad name or dditr€hrist or His Word. Remember that one thief and¢hoss
next to Jesus criticized Him. But, the other thiehasvas punished by the government realized his sinsshgzard.
He confessed'We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds desenvke'@3:41)The law had done its
work by his death sentence. That is when Christ agsung “You will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43)

So, as dual citizens, we will pray for God’s work todseomplished through the government for peace and
order and to stop evil from spreading. At the same timevl pray for and support the Gospel of Christ. Paultejro
“l urge... that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be madeeigyone--for ...all those in authority,
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holingissisTgood, and pleases God our Savior, who
wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. {iyTdrie#t) God will accomplish His good
purpose. Let us continue to be a part of it, by His graGrist, in this world and the next. Amen.



