Exodus 20:14 The"6Commandment: Marriage should be honored by all.
Pentecost 11 August 16,17, 2009

Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and frobroodiand Savior...

God’s Word to show us the value of marriage and to prdatectvritten in Exodus 20:14

This is the Word of our God. We pray: O God, who hedmsn sinners cry though all our crimes before You lie,
behold them not with angry look, but blot their memiboyn Your book. Amen. (TLH #325 v.1)

Dear Friends, in Christ,

Of all the commandments we have studied, we are noleaine that | believe is in the most danger.
Marriage is under attack in our nation. On one sideyrmanple just ignore God’s command that they be married in
order to live in an intimate relationship. On theestkide, people are trying to redefine marriage to indiwdemen,
or two women, or who knows what the combinationstvel It led one modern writer to comment that in 8arg he
didn’t think our country would have marriage at all as wevkit. Yet for us, God’s Word could not be clearer
regarding marriage. It is to be a lifelong union of orv@ and one woman into one flesh where husband and wife
promise to be faithful and love each other. All Clais$, whether married or not, have a responsibilitie are to
strive to preserve marriage as God gave it, to guarddtkeep it pure and holy.” (E. Kaufield) So, we say,

Marriage should be honored by all!

First, why did God establish marriage? God established marriage for an intimate companipngHe
created Adam first, and said of hifit, is not good that man should be alone.” (Genesis 2:18)d created the first
bride from Adam’s rib, and He performed the first cereynd@ hen Adam said his vowsThis is now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because sheewasita¥ man.” (Genesis 2:23n a
sinless world the first couple had a perfect love fahezther based on the love of God for them. God alsbthe
first couple tobe fruitful and multiply To this day in marriage, God often blesses couplésakildren.

God also intended order in marriage. The Bible statksbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church.” (Eph. 5:25)The husband is to take the responsibility for the haspecially taking into account his wife’s
needs. Also, the Bible statégyives, submit to your husband, as to the Lord.” (Eph. 5:24} him take the lead.
As long as husband and wife love and respect each atli@oc says, their marriage should flourish.

But, we don't live in a perfect world. The devil isnstantly trying to break up what God established to be fo
life. For our good, God warnedyYou shall not commit adultery.” (v.14Ywo people through marriage become one.
That is what God considers pure. No one else is todhadied in that intimate relationship. This is truedthr
including Christians. Paul wrot#t is God's will that you ... should avoid sexual immorality; that eacioof
should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable.” (1 Thessadohi3-4)

Second, how do we and all people measure up regarding God’dlvier marriage? Being married does
not exempt us from this commandment. Every one of us fighs against our sinful heart, no matter how good our
relationship is. Jesus satféor out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, [and] adultery....” (ke 15:19)
We must keep guard. Our minds get tempted with lustful thoudggas warned;| tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his h¢statthew 5:28) Imagine if there was a
computer that could display all our thoughts. How often dawd be embarrassed if others knew the wicked things
on our minds. Jesus can read our minds. God is notlfbglany outward appearances of piety. Paul warned,
“Everything that does not come from faith is sin.” (Romans 14:23)

We cannot be satisfied if we are seek to keep thisramdment for ourselves, but have no concern for athers
Martin Luther wrote that if we fail to help our neightstay faithful “we are just as guilty as the culpritso, if



others are degrading marriage or speaking sinfully about lseaiizers, we cannot condone such talk. Paul wrote,
“Among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or ofi@hypkimpurity...because these are
improper for God's holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolisbrtatkarse joking....” (Ephesians 5:3-4)
The overall command of God is in Hebrews iBtarriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure
for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” (v)at is the negative side of the commandment.

Third, what does God want us to do in a positive wayXhenever we find our minds or actions breaking
this commandment, we are turn away and confess ouftenBible statesFlee the evil desires of youth, and
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call ondheuLof a pure heart.” (2 Timothy
2:22) That is exactly what Joseph did when he was temptednhong adultery with his owner’s wife. He literally
ran away so that he remained faithful not only toolser, but to God. But, what if we have sinful thoughts
actions?

Can God forgive such sins? God forgave all sins, whsasJdied on the cross. Although we have not always bee
faithful, God remains faithful. For any of us who &mdy sorry for our sins and trust in Christ, the Biaksures us
that God'is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from alligihteousness.” (1 John 1:9)s
we daily commit ourselves to Christ, we can build argier relationship with our spouses or others in Gogts. lo

God positively wants to fortify us with His Word. Thetter we understand God'’s will in marriage and sexual
purity, the better we can avoid such sins. Here example. Bible*Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God
in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:1When we are tempted, we are to consider ourselves dead t8in has no power
over us. When sin accuses, we don't listen, becauShrist, our sins are paid in full. When sins condersdon’t
fear, because there is no condemnation to those kehia €hrist. So, let’s fill our minds with God'’s pr@es.

God wants us to pray for strength, wisdom, and guidanoeHtm, for we cannot stand against powerful
temptations on our own. When we sin and receive fengiss in Christ, we pray with David, “Create in ntdean
heart, O God.” (Psalm 51). Another thing which God warst to avoid is idle time. King David had to confess his
sins of adultery and murder because he had been at lus paih nothing to do but to peep at a woman. If weehav
too much free time, or spend too much time watching @soer shows which we just should turn off or leaven the
we need to find better things to do, like working, helpitftecs, reading, doing fun things with people. We may also
need to avoid certain people when possible if theyrgirggtto tempt us. Rather we should seek to be withvszke
who have the same values about marriage and all tredaisd to it.

Together in Christ, we can take a stand regarding rgarridhose of us who are married can set a good
example of how loving spouses are to act faithfully t@each other. Also, we must pray for people, espebmlly
Christians who are breaking th8 6ommandment. We don’t want them to be condemned by Go we should
encourage them to marry and find God’s forgiveness irsChihen, 50 years from now, by God'’s grace there will
still be marriages in our nation. There will still people who wait until marriage before they live togethEhere
will be Christians who know and follow God'’s plan foamage who will be blessed. Amen.



