Exodus 20:16 The"™8Commandment: Speak the truth in love!
Pentecost 13 August 30,31, 2009 Children’s talk: The tongu@astiamt to speak what is good!

Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and frobroodiand Savior...

God’s Word to show us the value of a good reputation tsemrin Exodus 20:16

This is the Word of our God. We pray: Keep us from gpifimgs that later need recalling; grant that no idled&o
may from our lips be falling, but then, when in our plagemust and ought to speak, grant our words power and
grace lest we offend the weak. Amen. (CW #459 v.3)

Dear Friends, in Christ,

It has been said that the mouth is liker@ow to a person’s spiritual heart. The words thatedérom our
mouths reveal our character. We would like to be fillgth gpiritual warmth and compassion which overflow from
Jesus’ kindness. But, sometimes our words show coldndgfa spite of the devil. We have power with our mouths
to hurt or to heal, to do evil or good, to curse orles® God has given us tHe Bommandment so that we might
better know how to speak in ways that honor Him antlliéaefit people. Our theme is:

Speak thetruth in love!

First, why is God so concerned about thetruth? Truth is part of God’s nature. When He speaks He wants
people to be certain that they can trust in what he. sdesus said of His Fath&Ypour Word is truth.” (John 17:17)
Jesus called Himselfthe way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14.8n the book of John, Jesus sdiou shall know
the truth, and the truth shall set you free.” (John 8:32)

God demands that all people to tell the truth. In thetcsystem of the Jews, God wanted equal justice for all
Witnesses were to always tell the truth so thagthity were punished and the innocent set free. Falsesaes
would pervert such justice. So, God warned in His WdAdfalse witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours
out lies will not go free.” (Proverbs 19:%ather Proverbs tells us what God expect8deak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rigtegobt and needy." (Proverbs 31:8-9)

God expects no less of Christians today. Paul wtgtch of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully
to his neighbor.” (Ephesians 4:2%Ye are to speak the truth because as Christians weseap@od. How will
people listen to us speak about Christ as the Savibeyifcan't trust what we say in everyday life? Whyidd
people want to hear us talk about the love of God,tli@same time they hear us speak in a harmful wayskhefs?
God said in Jame$With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse wilemhave been made
in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. Merbyttis should not be.” (James 3:9-10)
God requires that we speak respectfully of others andrmeoted about their reputation and about His reputation.

Second, what are ways we break thiscommandment? There is lying. Who doesn't stretch the truth once a
while or exaggerate to make ourselves look better oesoeelse look worse? At other times we should speak up
and tell the truth about something, but we don’t do ithsd people are left with a false impression. Eveudh we
know that we are to protect a person’s reputationdiffisult to do. There was a story in a small towraahurch
leader who was seen coming out of a tavern late at alghhe fell face down on the ground. The next day, word
spread that the man must have been drunk. In realitynéim was returning from a business trip and had carléroub
outside of town. He had walked to the tavern to use tbhegohnd then coming out, he had tripped on an uneven
sidewalk. Why is it that people are so ready to speak awraething that will bring shame to others? Doesake us
better if others appear worse? Is life so boring @ngtnews, true or not is better to spread than neh&wer since
Adam and Eve listened to the lie of the devil, we Hzeen prone to follow his ways. Martin Luther wrot&€hé one
who slanders has the devil on his tongue, while thendttelistens has the devil in his ear.” (Large Catah



God also forbids that we slander or bepegple. To betray someone means to reveal soméhiahbas been
told to us in secretA gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a se@aaverbs 11:13Many
times when David was fleeing for his life from Kingubgeople would report David’'s position and endanger his life
They didn’t care if David was innocent. They just wartige king's favor. To slander means that we purposelgriow
another person’s reputation. When Jesus’ enemies foufadithan Him, they turned to character assassinasayng
that He was from the devil or a liar. Every questloey asked Him was to get proof to condemn Him.

Think of how the devil can use people tadoharm through people’s speaking. During holy week he
moved Judas to betray Jesus. He had Peter lie about kndegns. He moved the Jewish leaders to hire false
witnesses at Jesus’ trial. When Jesus spoke the tatthéhwas God’s Son, they condemned Him to death.iuBont
Pilate declared Jesus innocent and then sentenced Hieatlh. The devil must have been quite pleased!

Third, as Christianswe areto speak the truth in love. There are times when we must judge others, if it is
for a person’s good or for the honor of God’s Wodésus condemned the loveless actions Phariseeseotefathings
of the Jewish leaders. When we see a person irugpiinger or hear of something false, we must speakringar
After the ELCA recently passed a resolution at themmvention that active homosexuals should serve asrpastar
synod sent out a statement clearly saying that thssagainst the clear teachings of God’s Word, and thahaeld
pray for the people who have been so misguided fromkie {Fhis is speaking the truth in love!

Think of Jesus’ example. If people told Humors about King Herod, He didn't listen, nor did He spread i
When He met sinful people, He did not gossip about thenspidke with them personally so that they would turn
from their sins to His forgiveness. On Maundy Thurseden Jesus was arrested, He spoke up to keep His disciple
from being taken. During His many trials on Good Fridegus always spoke the truth, even if it meant His delgth
told Pilate,"For this reason | was born, and for this | came into the world, tofyestithe truth." (John 18:37He
even put the best construction on everything, prayingGlba forgive His enemies who crucified Him in ignorance

Our motivation to speak the truth in love is Jesusdngizeness of us. Think how many times He has heard us
say lies or harmful things about others. Yet, Jesusnttag#and before God and complain about us! He doesekt se
to shame us eternally as we deserve. He pleads IbéioFather with His nail-scared hands and says to GatdHis
death has completely take away our sins. Jesus hasaepiexse sins with His perfect words of love. So, recta
follow His example in how we speak. We should do as Jzs8ds"If your brother sins against you, go and show him
his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, yowbwavgour brother over.” (Matthew 18:15)

If we are to talk about others, let usgarahem for the good that they do and use our mouthske lifea
better and brighter for others. Encourage them and grnedt appreciation. Remember, once a word is spoken, it’
like an arrow shot from a bow. It can’'t be takenkb&wo, make your words true, good, and helpful. As followérs
Christ, we should be known for our truthfulness. If oouths are a window that show what’s in our heartuet
words show Jesus and His forgiveness. The more study @éal'd, the more Jesus will speak through us in love.
Then, as we speak the truth in all things, people withiehe saving truth that gives eternal life in Chrigtmen.



