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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from adrdral Savior Jesus Christ! Amen.

God’s Word to help us be content with His blessingsrigem in = Timothy 6:6-10, 17

These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify 0&oloy truth that we remain in Christ forever. Your Wasd
truth.

Dear Friends, in Christ,

How can we be content? Most of us might say songtiie, “If | were happier, I'd be content.” “If | were
richer or more successful, I'd be content.” The troubleho determines where that scale of happiness hed@s
One person can be happy even in tough situations andeanwiiappy in the best of circumstances. Contentment is
elusive. But the Apostle Paul wrote the Philippians ligalhad learned to be content no matter what the ietudt
he had plenty or if he were in want, it didn’t mati@thim. (Philippians 4:12-13) We live in a country in whibk
advertisers tell us we can’'t be content until we teeertain car, the biggest TV, or a certain styleeyTdppeal to
our sinful desires to accept their product even thoughvekus wanting. So,

How can we be content?

First, we should trust in theright things. Paul wrote to Timothy,Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is staimg but to put their hope in God,
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. (vItiSgunds so easy to do, but too often we are tempte
to trust in the wrong things, the temporary, earthiygs like wealth, whatever that may be. Have you edtithe
long lines of people waiting to buy lottery tickets? Ajowmith every discarded stub go the hopes of those who thougt
that they could win big and finally have contentmenhai\about people who have had a winning ticket? How often
does it bring happiness or does winning just add a diffeegraf problems for worry and fear about investments?

Paul warned;People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foatidrharmful
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of moaewas of all kinds of evil. Some people,
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselvesany griefs.” (v. 9-10The love of
money makes it impossible to be content. If our onyl golife is be wealthy, we will fall into all kindsf
temptations like cheating, selfishness, envy, disconéea worry. The devil fools people into grasping whairifial
as if it is good. Adam and Eve took the forbidden fruit at@ldeath instead of the promised life. Remember Jesus’
parable of the rich man who gathered so much and thdradeéended in hell? He was rich in possessions but did no
have the true riches of God.

Paul says that people who love money will be snaretd lywill close on them like a trap and for somegrte
will be no escape. In the early church, Christiamaight the news of Christ to the foreign town of Samarhere
was a man named Simon who had been using sorcery aveshegell-known. When he heard the message of Christ,
he confessed his faith and was baptized. Then the &p@ster came and there was a special outpouring of tige Ho
Spirit. Simon offered to pay money for the power of 8parit so he could have more honéreter answeredMay
your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of Gotbnép!”(Acts 8:20He repented
and asked for forgiveness. But, how many other peoglaetitl to hear the message to save them before the
judgment?

Paul put it so clearlyGodliness with contentment is great gain. We brought nothing into the worldyand
can take nothing out of it. (v. 6-FHe may have been thinking about Job, who had lost é& giches in a day. Yet,
Job said;The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praoded:21)He had
learned to be content. With a godly attitude, so canMesget a godly attitude by hearing God’s Word and trusting
His promises.



The writer to the Hebrews put it this wéiteep your lives free from the love of money and be content with
what you have. Because God has said, ‘Never will | leave you; névefonsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5Als0, in
our verses, Paul said to trust in God. (v.17) As our gratieasenly Father, He delights in giving us His gifts and
provide for us. The Psalmist sai@hose who seek the Lord lack no good thing.” (Psalms 34:30) we trust in
God'’s grace, which is that unmerited, unearned love mstCihat God freely has toward us. We are sinful people
who have rebelled against Him. We were born as shaad we have added to a list of sins daily sincertieewe
could walk or talk. Yet God has come to us in Christ aaxldtaimed us as His own.

John wrote;This is love, not that we love God, but that He loved us and ser@dtisas an atoning sacrifice
for our sins.”(1 John 4:10nce in a while we make sacrifices for someoneave about: give them a gift, give
them a ride, or do without something so they can Ha@uit of love for us God gave us His Son, who willinggye
up His life for us so that our sins are obliteratedGasl’s children, He will certainly care for us! Paul weg'He
who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not also aitmg¢lim graciously give us all
things?” (Romans 8:32How good God is to us! How great His love is for us! Tmglis promises and be content!
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these thihge given to you as well.”(Matthew
6:33)

Second, know who we arein Christ. There is a link between identity and contentment gérson knows
who he is, he is more likely to be content withdiigation in life. There are really two ways to gdentity. One is
to let the world tell us who we are, and the oth¢o ilet God tell us. If the world is dictating our identitywill tell
us that we're important if we are winning, successteduiful, rich, or popular. Did you notice that theseghiare
here one day and may be gone the next? Success lalstsmebne else does better. Our money can be kistr fa
than we earn it. Beauty fades with ill health, strassl worry. What about popularity? People, who five yego
were household names are now forgotten. If we letvibrdd tell us who we are, these temporary things eéll/e us
discontent.

The alternative is to let God tell us who we ar€lmist, and He does. He says, “You are my child. In the
waters of Baptism, | made you Mine. | am your God.” hri§ as our Savior, we know who we are and we alge ha
a sense of purpose. God has a plan for us. Each thingaiaéns in our day-to-day life, each trial and probleh th
we experience is a part of God'’s plan to fashion us modemore so that we have the attitude of Christ.itm e
are content.

In Christ, we are rich in the things of God. Pawense 18 admonished us to be rich in good works. How can
we ever do that? Our works are like filthy rags, thdeBiblls us. We can only be rich in the perfect wark€hrist
and His payment for us on the cross. Paul also wratdrttChrist we are rich in godliness. We reflectlthe of our
God to those who are around us, to our families, antl wham God sends our way. Jesus told His followésy,
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one anttlehn 13:35)

In Christ we have endurance. God keeps our faith stromgednear His Word and receive His sacraments. In
Christ we hold on when it seems that there is notende problems we’re facing. Paul wrote about hisautbss, |
can do everything through [Christlwho gives me strength. (Philippians 4H&8hg gone through tough experiences
with Christ beside us, we can better help others uratetstow Christ can help them not only now, for forevigh
Him in heaven. The more we realize our spiritual iscineChrist that last forever, the more contentwilibe now.

We live in a nation that has truly been blessed satimuch more than the rest of the world’s populaticet, Y
it's too easy for us to be discontent. With tffea®niversary of the twin tower attack yesterday, Ivktiat for a short
time our country stopped its single pursuit of money and thaalgbut spiritual concerns. Sadly some who died in the



attack never thought about God spiritual riches and weteBait, some must have been trusted in Christ and were
ready when Christ called them home that day. Eveneashauld not ever forget that attack, so we should &eern
forget the spiritual riches we have in Christ that prepass for eternity. Let us trust in Him so we cacdigent with
whatever life may throw at us, knowing that an etgroftcontentment lies ahead for us. Our loving God introl.
He will work all for good so that content, we will dalo Christ. Amen.



