Exodus 20:17 - The™@" *"'Commandments: Be content with God!
Pentecost 14 September 6, 2009 Children’s talk: None, coimmand baptism.

Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and frobroodiand Savior...

God’s Word to strengthen and guide our minds in Christitsemrin Exodus 20:17

This is the Word of our God. We pray: Jesus, you are fomeeer, dearer far than earth to me; neithemide death
shall sever those sweet ties that bind to Theew@de drear to me and lonely if your presence gladdeneavhibé |
sing to you, you only, mine’s an ever blissful lot. AmETLH #357 v.1,2 adapted)

Dear Friends, in Christ,

Today we are concluding our series on ther@andments by combining th& 8nd 16' Commandments. In
these commandments God is telling us to be contente@mment doesn’t come from what we have, but by hew w
view what we have. Two people can look at a glass ténwaith one saying it’s half full and the other sayitis half
empty. For some people, enough is never enough, whéesodine willing to be generous even if they havelittl
Today, we’'ll look at the negative side of the commaiad ta covet, but also focus on the positive theme:

Be content with God!

First, why is God so concerned about coveting? Through the last Commandments God urged self-control.
But, coveting seeks to take away the controls with medfess something or someone that God forbids. Isveting if
we want a house, a spouse, or anything in general?ItNgcomes wrong when we want what belongs to otings.
only do we desire to take things, we begrudge that God V&s gpmeone else more than we have. When the Ghildre
of Israel wondered in the wilderness for 40 years, nedtlyem were not satisfied with the Manna God had given
them, even though it provided for their needs and goodhh&e# can imagine how that would be — A husband asks
his wife, what'’s for breakfast? She answers: MannalhmWhat’s for lunch? Fried Manna. What'’s for suppeikeBa
Manna! It was that way for 40 years. They could hake@s$od for a change in diet, but instead they coveted the
different kinds of meats, fruits, and vegetables theynagypt. Later in Israel's history in the Promiseaht, the
people noticed that the other nations had kings, butl j[sstdhad God as it’s king. So, they coveted having thein
king, and after a few kings, they were sorry for thewoice.

Coveting is rooted in our sinful naturesopte have had to struggle with it since the first sie’d\ike to
think that coveting can be turned on and off like a fgumgtour sinful nature won'’t give up that easy. It states
Proverbs;The wicked man craves eVil(21:10) We are wicked and our coveting is like hunger, it just wga’
away. Solomon also wrot&/Vhoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealtr isatistied
with
his income. (Ecclesiastes 5:1Apother way to define coveting is a lack of satisactt Jesus saidBe on your guard
against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundanceposbéessions."(Luke 12:15o,
another warning to us is: if we think that possessmalse us important or great, we must be coveting.

If coveting were just an evil desire thais never acted on, it wouldn’t be so bad. In realibygeting is only
the beginning. The Bible describes this in 1 John“2hascravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boastin
of what he has.” (1 John 2:1&o coveting starts inside, but eyes then see speaifidsthen the mouth finds a way to
get them. James 1 has a greater warfilBgch one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away an
enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sinsiandhen it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”
(James 1:14-15T he devil attacks us with the same pattern of sist,Rive have a thought (temptation) about
coveting someone’s food. Then it turns to desire ferfvlod. Then, it becomes selfish action, stealingabd. And



the wages of sin are shame, punishment, and eventually @ed eternal separation from God. That is whattawai

if we let coveting take over our lives. Remember Ev&eénesis 3. It state8Vhen the woman saw that the fruit of the
tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wsb@oimok some and ate it.”
(v.6)

God’s command to us is specific in Exodus 20Mau shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not
covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox oeyamkanything that belongs to your
neighbor."The 9" Commandment had to do with land. When Israel settlélukitand of Canaan, God specifically gave
land to each tribe and clan. The land was to stayeirfamily for all generations. God used this land lawr&pare the
places for Jesus to use. Bethlehem was still in tibe of Judah when Jesus was born. The people of Gatlee still
in place to receive Jesus’ ministry. The hill outsidudalem was land that belonged to someone when Jesus wa
crucified and the tomb from which Jesus rose had bedwsieph’s family for generations. For the Jews, lgavin
property was as important as Americans having theitsigh citizens.

In the 10 Commandment God forbids enticing away a family or warkleat supported a person’s life. When
David was told that he would be the next king of Isiaeldid not try to steal away King Saul's men or peopéhbid
opportunity to take Saul's life, but he refused. He wait@d God provided a time for him to rule. He was cohten
with his situation, even though his life was constantdanger.

Second, what can be doneto stop the coveting from controlling us, and how can we have contentment?
We need to look at life the way God does in His Worce Blble makes it clear that God is committed to us. He
created us and daily blesses us, even though we aressi@oer knew that our evil coveting would end in eternal
separation from Him. That’s why He sent Jesus. Thé pleivmany tempting things before Jesus to get Him t@icov
and sin. But, Jesus remained innocent and focused on Bil@&red so He could die an innocent death to save us fro
our sins. Through Christ, we have heaven, and we hade o is greater than the entire universe, readglfpus if
needed. What more do we have to have to be satisfied?

But, how can we stop coveting, when dtisngly a part of our nature? Paul wrote that we shanegmber
the grace of God théteaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to liveos#iblted, upright
and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed-tiapglorious appearing of our ... God and
Savior, Jesus Christ.” (Titus 2:11-13gsus will take us to heaven which has everything pgeriéty should we be
held down to the temporary things here. The Bible stdi&t since the time of our baptisms, we have beenected
to Christ. Lexi Bormann and all others who have Hesgtized into Christ can say no to sinful desif€eose who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its iredéqGalatians 5:24)

God also promisedKeep your lives free from the love of money and be content with sthaaye, because
God has said, ‘Never will | leave you; never will | forsake yofiHebrews 13:5)We have that promise in the Lord’s
Supper today, that Christ is with us to forgive and stregts. That's why Paul could writé have learned to be
content whatever the circumstancé&now what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plehgvd
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, wheth&dwver hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want. | can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (Philipdidris13)

So, when a temptation to covet is inthoughts, look at it God’s way as something harmful ta\maded.
We have the secret to being content: As Christiaagput our lives in God’s hands and relax in His peagayyhevith
life. A story: a man came to a Christian king and plamed that he was always coveting whatever he sauwndr



town. The king had his servants fill a cup full of wadad give it to the man. He told him, Walk all through mow
without spilling a drop. If you spill one drop my soldieridaing you will kill you. An hour later the man returned
with the full glass of water. The king said, you're dlid@d asked him, As you walked through town, what did see to
covet? The man said, | never saw anything. | kept rag ey the glass | wouldn't spill any water. The king daidm
now on keep your mind on Christ. He is the one who gmeeslife forever. Keep his Word in your mind as you walk
about town and you will learn the discipline of how tmtovet but be content. God help us to do the samerin o
walk of life. Amen.



