The voice of the angel echoes through the ages: "Why are you stekingng among the dead? He is
not here. Christis risen!" May the Spirit lead us to respoves,’he is risen indeed!" Amen.

1 Corinthians 15:51-57
*Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— *?in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we will be changed. >*For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality. >*When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."
*"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" *°The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. *’But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

For the first time in a month and a half we are no longer in éméeln season. The last time we could say
that was way back on February’220n that date we celebrated the Transfiguration of Our LomlydD
remember the glimpse of God's glory that we saw that day astebed with Peter, James and John on
the mountaintop? For a short time Jesus let his divinity shinedsrtie talked there with Moses and
Elijah. In a sense the disciples were experiencing heaventbn 8drey were in the presence of God's
glory. It's no wonder then that they stood there dazed and amazed. Bmgnber what Peter said as
these miraculous events unfolded before him? Overwhelmed by whagmasning, the usually
talkative Peter could only say to JesuRabbi, it isgood for usto be here' (Mark 9:5).

As dawn breaks on this Easter Sunday can we say anything lestdahdnit'is good for us to be
here." But why is it good? Oh yes, there certainly is somethaggabout joining together with our
brothers and sisters in the faith at this unusual hour to welcomefélethwith joyful celebration. But
why do we do what we do? My friends, it is more than tradition oosityithat brings us here.

In response to the question, "Why is it good for us to be here?" Paidgs an answer this
morning in his first letter to the Christians in Corinth. On Easter Sunday mornifdeath is
Swallowed up in Victory" -- that's why it is good for us to be here! Death is swallawgeth victory!

The Apostle reminds us that although death pursues us relentlessty,i¥ictorious.
l.

A pastor was hurrying to his early service on an Easter Sundayhihear suddenly stopped
running. Not wanting to be late for the service, he rushed torbynphone and called the operator for
help. With his mind on that Easter service, he momentarily férigwdelf and responded to the operator's
"hello" with the Easter greeting, "Christ is risen." To evhthe somewhat surprised operator responded,
"Oh, is hereally?" That, unfortunately, is the response of too many people on this Eastiay
morning. In response to our joy-filled cry of "Christ is risehgyt can only say, "so what."

Many people don't see that Easter is important. In thehapter of his first letter to the
Corinthians Paul spends the entire chapter telling us why Eastgragtant and why it is good for us to
be here. To see the importance of Easter we need to recduatizieath is pursuing us relentlessly.

The triumph of Easter morning began with what appeared to be d€feahood Friday it
appeared that Satan had won the battle which had begun in the Garden.oEkedesince the Fall into
sin, everyone has been and still is born with sin. We areriinally ill with the disease. Sin changed
the life that God created. Sin brings death. Paul summahieeelationship between sin and death,
when he writes; The sting of death issin and the power of sin isthe law."

How do we feel about Easter this morning? When we look at thetpaimisery, the unfulfilled
hopes and dreams in our lives, deep down inside we are also incliesppomd to the Easter message
with "so what."

Death pursues us throughout our lives and there is nothing that alel@te do to save ourselves.
That is a pretty gloomy message. God's purpose, however, ismakéous more miserable. God wants
us to turn our attention to the deliverance that he has provided. And Wiay it's good for us to be here.



Today we see the glorious results of God's plan to save us. iBsathllowed up in victory because
Easter proclaims that Christ is victorious.
Il.

Once sin came into the world, there was only one way to undo what hashédp@n had to be
removed and the only way that sin could be removed was to have sonstakelthe sting of sin in our
place. That was Jesus' mission. He is our substitute and efienrése on Easter Sunday morn, his
resurrection guaranteed that our victory over sin and death is cemplet

Jesus is the key. Jesus himself saikcause | live, you also will live" (John 14:19). The Savior
also announced,l am the resurrection and thelife. He who believesin me will live, even though he
dies, and whoever lives and believesin me will never die" (John 11:25). Paul proclaims this same
truth in our text when he write$Thanks beto God! He gives usthe victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ." By the power of his resurrection we share in his unending, glorfeus//hat a life we have to
celebrate! What a Savior we have!

Christ's resurrection, however, does not simply point us to whatilvene day enjoy. Christ's
victory makes it possible for us to live as Christ's childtezady now. Paul explains that in his letter to
the Colossians when he say§ince, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is seated on theright hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your lifeis now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, whois
our life, appears, then you also will appear with himin glory" (3:1-4).

To this point we have not been privileged to see the risen Shuiowith Peter we can say, "Lord,
it is good for us to be here." Today and every day God still givesaiknow that Christ is risen. Death
has been swallowed up in Christ's victory. Although sin still traubseand death still threatens us, we
will share in the victory that he won for us. For Christ ismjshe is risen indeed. Amen.
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