Your Life’'s Calling, Revealed!
(Sermon Based on Mark 1:14-20)

Everyone has had tough days from time to time, days vanemhatever reason, your life just seems sad.
Maybe those days that come in the middle of winteemtihe holidays are over, you've put on ten pounds, and now
you're back at work and just can’t stand your job, andusé crawls slowly along. Or maybe you are older anal y
have one of those days that you miss your spouse sq hegllso lonely, and you just don’'t know why God is
keeping you here. Or maybe you're young, with an enfirénlfront of you, but it all seems so confusing aftéro
so disappointing, that you’re just not very excited abchere it seems to be going. Wherever you are in lifences
are that you've had a day like that somewhere alontingnewvhen life’s luster is just gone, and you feel fkei're
doing so little that matters and you start asking thosstigms: “What am | really here for?” “What's theint?”

Today | would like to answer those questions, so thaheéletime you find yourself having one of those days,
you'll be a little better prepared to fight it. This mmg | want to talk about why you are here and what youpose
is, because that’s really what Jesus was talking alsolg @reached to his disciples and called them as hedvalke
along the Sea of Galilee.

So let’s turn back to the Lord’s words. The Gospetd,say.Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God‘The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God ig.neapent and believe the good newsThe
men who heard this message had fairly normal, standlasd jAnd after a long, hard day of fishing, these may m
have periodically asked themselves, “Is there moreat\atm | doing with my life?”—you know, the same kinds of
guestions | was just talking about. But if these men eadrsuch questions, they began to disappear when they wer
introduced to the teaching of Jesus, and the teachirghoftbe Baptist before him. John and Jesus calleé thesa
to “Repent and have believe the good news.” They deara & calling for their lives, a purpose. And thetcall
repent and believe the good news is your calling as \e8. the calling of every Christian.

Your purpose in life is to understand, first of all, ttie time has come to repent for all the ways wéiied
to live up to the calling we have received as Christiadow is the time for us to look at our lives ag/tstack up
against the Ten Commandments, to examine whethartaveive have gone into every day trusting God above all
things, expecting that my good God will only allow gooahdisiinto my life, trusting that | have a God who is
completely in control and who loves me? Now istiime to heed your calling by looking at your hearts and
examining whether you ever get unnecessarily angrywatsmouses, whether you get unnecessarily annoyed at your
children, whether we ever look a little too long upowosththings which we know are not meant for Christiges.

Your calling from the Lord Jesus is to make your enifigeoine of repentance.

But now is also the time for the second part of yalir ¢o “believe the good news.” If you are honeghw
yourself, your self-examination will show that yode lhas been ruined by your sins. But since there hese
plenty of times when you have lived as if you had no mep€hrist lived a purposeful life for you. Since you
haven't lived life like you should, Jesus lived a life li)@u should, and since he loves you, he was punished in the
way that you should have been punished, taking away thehmens that you deserved. That's the good news that
Christ calls you to believe. Jesus opened up a netw lijeu that began when you believed and that will caetin
forever. And your calling is to believe that with younole heart. Your call to believe is a call thahgs joy, peace,
and confidence for your future.

But Jesus’ call continues. After telling his disciplesépent and believe the good news, he looked straight at
them and gave them the rest of their calling. Listgsin to the account:

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw @intbhis brother Andrew casting a net into the lake,

for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesud,sand | will make you fishers of menAt once they

left their nets and followed him. When he had gontla farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his

brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Witholatydee called them, and they left their father Zebeadee

the boat with the hired men and followed Him.

Like Jesus told those men to follow him, he wants yofolow him as well. Every one of us Christians ha
the call to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, andide foim. It's a call that’s difficult, but it's alsa call that’s
wonderful. It's difficult because it's not natural. Nelly, we follow ourselves—what’s good for us. And since
Jesus’ call isn’t exactly natural, it isn’t exactlysy. Think about the twelve disciples that Jesus calléey
certainly failed in their calling at times. Think albdhe time that James and John came up to Jesus antieedd,
we want you to do whatever we ask!” And when Jesus ‘84|, what's that?” they said, “When you come into
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your kingdom, have one of us sit at your right and one af ysur left!” They were showing that, deep down, they
wanted payment for their sacrifice of leaving thethéar's fishing business. And Peter failed in his ngliat times as
well. When his best friend was about to be killedwbeldn’t even admit that he knew who he was—because God
forbid he lose a hair of his head trying to stick upJesus. So don't think that life as a Christian valldbcakewalk.
It's not easy to stay a follower of Christ. Peterhis epistle, says that at times following our oadans that we’ll
have to “suffer in our bodies.”What he’s saying is that sometimes it hurts togie in to sin. It's hard to give up
pleasures of this world. For example, have you eved to stop drinking, smoking, or eating unhealthy food®,If s
then you know that there are times when it seemdynegrossible for you to stop yourself from having “joste”
cigarette, or “just one” drink, or “just one more” piexfedesert. It can really hurt to not have that oneerdesert,
drink, or cigarette at those times. It can even degrussible. And that’s what trying to deny our sinfuiuna can

be like. It can really hurt, and it can seem almmgtossible.

My friends, until you die, you're going to live in two kingde: the kingdom of this world, and the Kingdom
of God. And many people who only live in one of thksgdoms don’t understand those who live in both. Peter
says that those who live (as we used to live) in drstkenness and idolatry “think it's strange that you dplohge
with them into the same flood of dissipation and thegphabuse on you.” Understand if you are going to liffe a |
of repentance, belief in Christ’s grace, and followmgis steps, you will suffer. You stick up for your faithce,
and you get a reputation. You get labeled. You get excluded.get left out.

Christ himself said that since his disciples werehthe world, the world would hate them. And he was
absolutely right. Think of the lives of the apostlémtil Paul came to Christ, his life had been reéjyiv
comfortable. But afterwards, he was beaten, shipweedkayged and eventually beheaded. Think of Andrew and
Peter. As far as we know, they were both crucifiedfact, all of the apostles, minus John, were murdretheir
faith. So yes, the call that Christ gives you, talkto believe in him and follow him, is a difficulal.

But it is also wonderful beyond imagination. There wasason why the disciples were all willing to die for
that call. “We must obey God rather than mémas their happy battle cry because they knew thatltawf Jesus is
to step into freedom. It is to repent of your failufesget about your sins because Christ has taken they aw
forever, and it is to serve because we want to, ecalse we have to. The disciples loved to follow €hasause
they had seen real love, and they wanted nothing rhareto share that love. They followed Christ becdsg
knew how much better his path was than the paths tbaileoaaturally choose are. They knew how good it is to
have a noble and true purpose for life and for eternitfiey knew that life is so much better when you have
something to fight for. And we are in a war; we algislian soldiers. Christ called us into his serviei’s called
you to follow him. And you can do that in all sortsndys. Fathers and Mothers follow their calls wtiey work
hard to support their families, when they love and supgenh other—when they're agreeable and when they're not
so agreeable. They follow Christ’s call when thegly forgive each other. People follow their calleen they, like
the disciples, become fishers of men and share theages of sin and of greater grace. People follow ¢h#és by
using their money to support those who go to placesliddrsmen where they cannot go. People at Trinitgvio
their calls when they simply offer kind words of lof@,giveness, and hope with someone in need. Ther@ are
myriad of ways to follow the wonderful call of God.

And remember, in his grace, God has promised that anybo left the things of this world to follow him Wil
not fail to receive 100 times as much in the next I& continue to hear the word of God because it gveshe
encouragement that you need to follow your call. Godtdgha whatever you do in your life, whether you workin
factory, farm, or office; whether you're a studentetired, you would remember your true calling to make your
entire life one of repentance, to believe that ying are gone forever, and to deny yourself, and toviollesus until
you step into heaven. Amen.

Votum: “And the God of all grace, who called you to h&real glory in Christ, after you have suffered adlitilhile,
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm amgdfast. To him be the power for ever and ever.”
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